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yet the Augustine hotel in Prague was a
mammoth project which saw the renovation of
seven different buildings.

The challenge fell to London-based design
practice RDD, which transformed the properties,
including a 13th-century Augustinian monastery and
a brewery, into a simple yet luxurious hotel.

The hotel contrasts the monastery’s medieval
roots with modern art and design. A unique
collection of Cubist-style paintings, contemporary
sculptures and polished timber carvings produced by
artists from the Academy of Forming Arts in Prague
is displayed. And considering the drastic change of
use for the building from monastery to up-scale
hotel, the combination of contemporary and classic
Czech style works well. The resulting space retains
the monastery’s simplicity and peacefulness alongside
luxurious modern touches.

Doors leading into the single-storey lobby have
a patina, typical of the ironwork found in Prague.
The grey limestone flooring of the entrance carries
on through into the hotel’s public areas via monastic
corridors that radiate from the reception at the heart

of the building. The reception desk is also topped

The finished design may look close to perfection,

with pale limestone and covered with a woven
leather front, providing a contrast with the dark oak
doors. Bespoke deep red and black leather sofas and
chairs were made with post-war Czech furniture
pioneer Jindrich Halabala in mind.

The hotel’s outstanding feature is its tall tower,
housing an impressive three-floor suite. Again, it is
furnished with Czech furniture and accessories,
including a Halabala-style central rug in the lounge,
while large mirrors reflect the space. The bathroom
features one of the tower’s original cross windows.

A soaring spiral stair case leads to the top of the
tower, where the bedroom offers stunning 360-
degree views of Prague through its eight windows.
With little wall space, the bed’s headboard doubles as
hanging and storage space.

The hotel’s 85 bedrooms have plaster finishes and
timber floors reflecting the site’s religious past. Here
the furniture is influenced by 20th-century Czech
modernist designers Pavel Janak and Adolf Loos and
echo the guest room colour scheme of green, purple,
red and orange, used on the heavy linens and velvets.
A range of decorative accessories sourced through
Modernista, a specialist supplier of objets d’art and
furniture from the Czech Cubism period, provides
more unique detail. X2
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